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From the Editor CONTENTS 
It hardly seems possible that a year has passed since we 
last prepared a General Conference issue. This swift 
passage of time is a rather common experience. We are 
living on "fast time." 
Perhaps this is why the question of the frequency of a 
General Conference is on our agenda this year. The years 
pass so rapidly. In light of the consideration of the annual 
conference it is of interest to note that the conference 
theme has a fellowship motif. Several articles in this 
conference issue of the Visitor reflect this same concern. 
We have prized this fellowship in our brotherhood. 
General Conference has both symbolized and supported 
it. We will need in the days ahead, regardless of the 
frequency of the General Conference, to find genuine and 
imaginative ways to perpetuate this vital quality in our 
denominational life. 
It has been said of a sister denomination that when two 
members meet, who are not known to each other, the first 
two questions are: "Where are you from?" and "Who are 
your parents?" The same could well be said for the 
Brethren in Christ. 
There is strength and value in what those questions 
suggest. We need roots. We need relationships. It is good 
to know who we are. And we are a part of all that we 
have met and inherited. There is a strength that comes 
through a common commitment, understanding, and 
values. 
There is as well a peril in this. The peril of ex-
clusiveness. The danger that we place a greater premium 
on human blood lines than in His blood by whom we have 
been saved; the danger of emphasizing a common culture 
over divine grace. 
This fellowship must include at the congregational, 
regional, and denominational level the one whose address 
is not familiar and whose parentage is not Brethren in 
Christ. 
Is it too much to expect that those who may not be 
"birthright" Brethren in Christ (to borrow a Quaker 
term) would find this fellowship genuine and beautiful? 
And when it is asked "Where are you from" the answer 
will be "The far country" and when asked of their 
parentage will say "We both have the same Father. We 
are brethren—brethren in Christ and Brethren in Christ." 
Your Brother 
Is Waiting 
Christianity is the good news 
that God loves the unworthy, 
that He does not need us to be worthy 
in order to love us. 
And the consequence is vital; 
you will behave like your God. 
I f you wait for your brothers 
to become worthy of being loved, 
you will wait for the rest of your life. 
Because they are waiting 
for you to love them 
so they can be worthy of your love. 
They need to be loved 
if they are to become better. 
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Editorial 
Fellowship in the Gospel 
Tj^LTON Trueblood in his book, The New Man for Our 
f-^Time, has made the observation that the dividing line 
in the church no longer lies between denominations. 
Rather, the real points of differences are within the 
denomination — a difference between those who under-
stand the gospel as primarily an experience, pietistic and 
personal, and those who understand the faith as socially 
oriented, corporate and activistic. The speaker at 
PROBE '72 stated this difference graphically, although 
much too simply when he said "We should be getting 
people ready for the Rapture rather than the Millen-
nium." 
It would be misleading if by this opening paragraph 
and this editorial we would suggest that the well-being of 
the Brethren in Christ is threatened by the polarity to 
which Dr. Trueblood referred. It would be equally 
misleading to disregard the fact that there are within our 
group different points of reference when it comes to 
understanding the meaning of the gospel message and the 
implications of Christian commitment. 
This polarity differs somewhat from that described by 
Dr. Trueblood. It is not a denial of experience on the one 
hand or a repudiation of social and material ministries on 
the other — although we may still have a way to go in 
seeing the real and essential relationship between the two. 
The polarity (and that really sounds like too strong a 
word) which exists is rather between those who see in 
their commitment to Christ a radical break with the 
social economic, and even ecclesiastical structures which 
most in the denomination, along with the wider 
evangelical community, accept without much question. 
Out of this more radical break has come the term "life 
style." This is a more modern translation of the King 
James "conversation" which we long have explained 
means "manner of life." "Life style" is similar to what 
the earlier Brethren in Christ meant by "separation"— 
the expression in all of life of one's non-conformity to the 
world and one's separation unto Christ. Where for 
several generations now this has been largely 
spiritualized, there is among us a new call to incarnate 
this doctrine in one's daily living—in his life style. 
It is not that experience is denied. It is suspect. It is 
suspect because it becomes too often a substitute for 
Christian living rather than the well-spring of such living. 
Too much of what is commonly regarded as Christian 
experience does not make sufficiently radical changes in 
lives and values and attitudes. The question Jesus asked 
of the Scribes and Pharisees could well be asked of 
Christians today "What do ye more than these?" — 
What difference does it really make? 
Social action is equally suspect. It fails to recognize the 
depth of the problem it seeks to solve. It is too naive in 
thinking that something less than total denial and the 
shouldering of the cross and the radical demands of 
following Christ will be effective in ministering to men's 
needs. 
For these concerned brethren this cost of discipleship 
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involves one's relation to possessions, vocations, stan-
dard of living, use of time, and personal rights. They call 
for the Christian's walk to be in the experience of the 
Resurrection. But the direction of that walk is deter-
mined by the teachings and indeed the "hard-sayings" of 
Christ. The ethical and moral (the "life style") patterns 
of the Christian life may be empowered but are not 
determined by experience. Jesus clearly states that the 
work of the spirit is to call to our minds the teachings of 
Christ (John 14:26; 16:13-15). It is in these teachings that 
the content of obedience is found. 
We as a church cannot afford to ignore those who are 
discontent with the status quo. Nor can we assume that 
this discontent will be quieted by increased budgets and 
larger Sunday school enrollments, and statistical growth. 
These concerns go deeper. They go to the very nature of 
the Christian life. In the name of brotherhood the church 
should listen. In the name of Christian fellowship — 
fellowship in the Gospel — the church should listen; for 
the sake of the well-being of the body, the church should 
listen. 
Most of us do not want to be radical about anything. 
We much prefer to be accepted. We have the tendency to 
sanctify our culture and our traditions and those things 
with which we feel comfortable and equate these with the 
Christian faith. When these are questioned we become 
defensive. The pages of church history record the account 
of those men and movements which came to the church 
with fresh insights and a call to return to the teachings of 
Christ. The balance of the pages record the course of the 
church in response to these men and movements. 
Not all of these calls stood the test of Scripture and 
the Spirit of Christ. But many did. And these brought to 
the church new life and renewal. Some brought this 
through the institutional church; others were forced out-
side the church. Most of us would agree that the Catholic 
church is the poorer because it burned Jan Huss at the 
stake; drowned Felix Manz; forced Luther outside the 
church. We would concur that it was a sad day for the 
Church of England when it forced John Wesley from its 
structure. 
There were incidents when the church wisely detected 
that the new movement lacked the ring of authenticity 
and refused to accept it. The test of authenticity is the 
Scripture, the sanctified counsel of the brethren, and the 
leadership of the Spirit. It is to this tribunal that not only 
the new but the old must be brought. 
Fellowship in the Gospel means more than feeling 
good together or even doing things together. It also 
means listening to each other. It is always possible and 
often probable that two parties in a conversation, where 
they each hear the other, will each learn something. Even 
more significant, is the great probability that out of this 
experience they will love each other more dearly; under-
stand the Scriptures more clearly; and discern the lead-
ing of the Spirit more nearly. 
This is fellowship in the Gospel. Z 
The Conference Sermon 
The Gospel 
P. W. McBeth 
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" 
(Romans 1:16). 
This one hundred and second annual General 
Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church has for its 
basic theme: "Fellowship in the Gospel" (Philippians 
1:5). Brethren, this will be our primary concern in these 
days. Our messages, our programs, our decisions must be 
within the framework of the Gospel; and may our 
fellowship together unite our hearts in oneness. 
One of the impressible memories of my boyhood days 
at Springfield, Ohio was the method used for informing 
the citizens of important events that had just happened. 
This was before widespread use of radio, or even the 
introduction of television. If it was history-making news, 
an extra edition of the city newspaper was printed 
covering the event. The newsboys were alerted for selling; 
and they traveled the streets of Springfield, regardless of 
the hour of the day or night, and cried aloud,* "Extra! 
Extra! Read all about . . ." If it was night, people 
were awakened, and many purchased the special edition 
for two cents to read about what had taken place. That 
was big news! 
When I began to study for this message, I searched my 
library for a book or pamphlet on the word "gospel," but 
was unable to locate one. I visited several Christian 
bookstores and found.no books available on the subject. I 
spoke to several friends and they could not suggest any 
printed material, but did try to give an explanation of the 
word, which was very helpful. 
This past winter I had the pleasure of hearing and 
meeting Dr. Edwin Palmer, Executive Secretary of the 
Committe of One Hundred. This committee is working 
on the New International Bible, a translation to be 
published later by the New York Bible Society. Dr. 
Palmer was not aware of any books on the subject of the 
word "gospel"; but he made this statement relative to it: 
"The word 'gospel' does not appear in the original text; 
Brother McBeth has had a fruitful and influential ministry within the 
church. He served for many years as Executive Secretary, Board of 
Christian Education. He currently serves as Chairman of the General 
Conference Program Committee and as pastor of the Hollowell 
congregation, Allegheny Conference. 
there it is 'good news'." He further indicated that this 
"good news" embodies the full scope of the plan of 
salvation. He referred to the fact that all news must have 
a base of origin; adding that the "good news" has its base 
of origin in heaven, and that the best news anyone has 
ever heard is the message of John 3:16—this was 
heralded from heaven! 
Merrill C. Tenney, in his Pictorial Bible Dictionary, 
states: "In the New Testament the word Gospel never 
means a book (one of the four Gospels), but always the 
good tidings which Christ and the apostles announced. 
. . . It was not until c.A.D. 150 that the word Gospel 
was applied to the writings concerning the message of 
Christ." lingers Bible Dictionary indicates that Gospel 
in Anglo Saxon is "godspell" or "good story"; good 
news. Merrill Unger has this further explanation: 
"This word in the earlier Greek language signified 
'a present given to one who brought good tidings,' 
or 'a sacrifice offered in thanksgiving for such good 
tidings having come.' In later Greek it was 
employed for the good tidings themselves. It is used 
to signify the good news of the death, burial and 
resurrection of Christ as provided by our Lord and 
preached by His disciples (I Corinthians 15:1-4). 
The gospel then is full and free deliverance from sin 
on the basis of simple faith in Jesus Christ, the 
Vicarious Sinbearer (Ephesians 2:8-10). In this 
aspect the gospel has two phases: one, to the 
unsaved: 'Christ died for me' (John 3:16; 3:34; Acts 
16:30, 31); secondly, the gospel to the saved: T died 
in Christ' (Romans 6:2-10) with a key to the 
experiential realization of this fact in the life 
furnished by Romans 6:11." 
While salvation is certainly assured to the end when 
Christ shall return, it is not improper to think of it as 
threefold in relation to the past, present, and future. 
Reflecting on the past, the believer can say, "I have been 
saved." He has been delivered from the penalty and death 
of sin (Ephesians 2:1-10). As to the present, he can say, 
"I am being saved" (I Corinthians 1:18). With the 
gracious assistance of the Holy Spirit, he is "working 
out" his salvation (Philippians 2:12, 13). For the future, 
he can say, "I shall be saved" (Romans 5:9, 10). He is 
anticipating the final resurrection, and the consummation 
of all things (I Corinthians 15:19-26). 
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W. H. Griffith Thomas makes this comment: "Salva-
tion is from the penalty, the power, the presence of sin. It 
is Justification, Sanctification, Glorification." It is in this 
comprehensive sense that Paul here speaks of the 
"gospel" as the "power of God unto salvation." Paul 
knows a work has been set in motion that will remain in 
motion. "Being confident of this very thing," he wrote to 
the Philippians, "that he which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ" 
(Philippians 1:6). That's good news! 
Fellowship in Action 
Now let us look at the word "fellowship." Dr. R. E. 
Howard from Bethany Nazarene College of Oklahoma 
states that "fellowship," as it appears in the Greek, 
indicates "participation." It has at least two meanings: 
(1) fellowship of Christians with Christ or the Holy 
Spirit; (2) fellowship of Christians with one another. Paul 
may well have had both these meanings in mind. This 
word speaks of the vital, living relationship of the apostle 
and the Philippians to Christ, and thus to each other. The 
Gospel is furthered wherever fellowship in Christ is 
created. In fact, the work of Christ or the Gospel is the 
only true basis for love and fellowship. The Philippians 
understood the nature of the Church as being a 
"workshop, not a dormitory" (quote from Alexander 
Maclaren). Thus Paul refers to them as fellow "par-
takers." Because they have shared in the futherance of 
the Gospel, they will also participate in the rewards with 
Paul. We would summarize Philippians 1:5—participa-
tion in the good news! 
Proclaiming the Right Gospel 
There are also involvements and concerns related to 
the Gospel. The Apostle Paul refers to it as being 
"separated unto the gospel" (Romans 1:1). Let us 
observe the word "separated." It has the same root 
meaning as Pharisee, indicating "to separate, isolated, 
distinct." The Apostle Paul was a Pharisee of the Jewish 
order before he met Christ; but now he was a Pharisee of 
a higher order, "separated unto the gospel of God." His 
dedication was a response to the divine call to separate 
himself. 
Today the Lord separates His servants, who in turn 
dedicate themselves to Him. In the assembled body here 
at this General Conference are brethren who have been 
called and "separated unto the gospel." What a glorious 
calling! What a noble calling! What a responsible calling! 
What a high calling! We have been separated to become 
involved in the proclamation of the total redemptive 
message for a perishing world, as well as "teaching them 
to observe all things." Remember, my dear Brethren, the 
pulpit is for burning! Recently I read an excellent article 
in the Light and Life publication, entitled "The Pulpit Is 
for Burning," by Robert M. Fine. I quote in part: 
"If while one is preaching on a Sunday the staid, 
dead wood of the pulpit, dry to the core, catches fire 
and burns up, so let it be. Indeed, the pulpit ought 
to burn, but like the burning bush, not be con-
sumed. The pulpit will never flame until it sacrifices 
itself for others. It is for burning. When set afire at 
the center of worship, people will come to watch it 
blaze. The pulpit is the place where the faith of the 
congregation flames. The Gospel grew out of the 
Christian community. The faith of the apostles was 
a consensus concerning the great historical facts of 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The early 
church was wrapped in the flames of God's action." 
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The Apostle Paul also speaks about "my gospel.'.' I 
quote from Lingers Bible Dictionary: 
"Paul calls this gospel of the grace of God 'my 
gospel' because the full doctrinal content based 
upon the gospel of the grace of God embraces the 
revelation of the result in the outcalling of the 
Church, her relationship, position, privileges and 
responsibility. Romans 2:16 — 'In the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ 
according to my gospel.' This distinctive Pauline 
truth honeycombing Ephesians and Colossians is 
interwoven in all of the Pauline writings." 
Paul warned the Church at Galatia about "another 
gospel." Again, I quote from Lingers Bible Dictionary: 
"This consists of any denial or perversion of the gospel of 
the grace of God. Its essential stamp is that it denies the 
full efficacy of God's grace alone to save, keep and 
perfect, and introduces some sort of human merit." Paul 
was so convinced there was no other gospel that he 
invoked the curse of God upon himself, and even upon 
angels from heaven if they preach any other gospel. This 
was not careless or insincere language. 
In our day of increasing tolerance in religion Paul's 
dogmatic denunciation may appear out of place. Certain-
ly there is a proper respect for the faith of others; but this 
does not mean that all roads lead to God. Paul's 
oppositicfn was not a narrow sectarianism; it was a 
concern about the fundamental means of salvation. Our 
day, as never before, needs this voice of certainty and 
conviction. There are many forces working very subtly to 
undermine the message of "Good News." Today we hear 
that the Church must become "involved." No one will 
dispute this fact; but there is the possibility of becoming 
so involved that the Church almost loses the vision of her 
primary purpose to proclaim the glorious Gospel 
message. 
Now the proclaiming of this "Good News" had to 
have a beginning. The real thrust came when Jesus had 
formed a little band of men to be His Body in the world. 
He had shaped them in His own "likeness." Then on the 
Day of Pentecost, He breathed the Holy Spirit in that 
Body, and it became intensely excited as if by an electric 
shock. One of the most striking incidents ever recorded is 
the account of what happened on that day because of the 
infusion of the Holy Spirit. The results were phenomenal! 
After the Apostle Peter's message — and that message 
called for repentance, an integral part of the "Good 
News" — about three thousand souls were converted and 
were added to the relatively small group of believers who 
had just been filled with the Holy Spirit that very day. It 
was a tremendous demonstration of the power of the 
Gospel at work. 
It is also amazing how many of the apostolic doctrines 
and religious experiences were made alive on the Day of 
Pentecost. Did you ever stop to think that they didn't 
even have time to call a General Conference, or to receive 
any board or committe reports? The Holy Spirit gave the 
fundamental elements from its very beginning. They are 
all tied in with the results of the Gospel. There were 
protective measures revealed by the Holy Spirit. 
Wherever the "Good News" was proclaimed, the 
apostles could say, "The Gospel is not only redemptive, 
but it also embodies concern for the continuing of the 
Church and the care of its members." The early Church 
was more than a religious organization; it possessed the 
living organism! 
In the book, You Shall Be My Witnesses, by John H. 
Kromminga, are the following words: 
to page fifteen 
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"Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity! It is like the precious ointment on the head . . ." (Psalm 
133:1, 2). 
TT MUST have been a dramatic 
•*• scene when the anointing oil was 
poured on the head of Aaron. There 
was no precedent for this act. The 
tribe of Levi had been chosen by the 
Lord. The rod of Aaron, producing 
buds, flowers, and almonds at the 
same time, an unknown thing in the 
natural, was incontrovertible proof of 
God's choosing. 
The Lord had made the choice. But 
Aaron was not fully prepared until the 
oil had been applied. It is significant to 
note the full details noted by the 
Psalmist, ". . . that ran down upon 
the beard, even Aaron's beard: that 
went down to the skirts of his gar-
ments." 
The anointing oil was a special 
preparation. It was not to be used for 
any other purpose. It was not to be 
prepared by an unskilled person. The 
five ingredients in exact amounts were 
carefully, "compound after the art of 
the apothecary." 
This oil, like the alabaster box of 
ointment, would doubtless represent 
great monetary value. Judas would 
have said it was a waste. Others might 
directive of God on other occasions. 
But there was something about the 
anointing of Aaron that had no equal. 
This occasion must have been 
recorded in the annals of Israel. Cen-
turies of time had elapsed. But it 
remained for David to discover the full 
beauty and meaning of this event. 
The church after Pentecost gave 
evidence of great power — sick were 
healed, dead were raised to life, prison 
doors were opened, mighty sermons 
were preached, wonderful miracles 
were wrought, the gospel was carried 
far afield. These great evidences would 
surely excite the admiration of an 
ungodly world. But it was not so. The 
characteristic that most amazed their 
heathen contemporaries was, "Behold 
how they love one another." The 
apostle John records the words of 
Jesus in John 13:35, "By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another." 
Brethren working together in unity 
have resultant strength far exceeding 
logical equations. It would be reason 
to conclude that if one could conquer a 
thousand, two would be master of two 
The Precious Ointment 
Paul A. Nigh 
have said it was more than necessary. 
But this first application of the holy 
anointing oil was to be a symbol to 
coming generations of the abundant 
provisions and fullness of God. 
The sweet Psalmist of Israel, a 
master of expression in music and 
psalm, was moved, under inspiration, 
to liken brethren dwelling together in 
unity to this first anointing. 
This act of consecration was not 
foreign to David, for this ministry had 
been performed on him by Samuel. He 
had doubtless been witness to this 
The writer is pastor of the Cheapside and 
Spring vale congregations in the Canadian 
Conference. 
thousand. But Deut. 32:30 infers that 
if one should chase a thousand then 
two would put ten thousand to flight. 
An increased ration of five to one. 
Brethren in unity can do marvellous 
things. 
Brethren dwelling together in unity 
are in a fortress of safety and comfort. 
This truth is portrayed in Ecclesiastes 
4:9-12. The wise man in Proverbs 
declares that "In the multitude of 
counsellors there is safety." 
National and international leaders 
join in top-level conferences. The 
social elite gather in extravagant lux-
ury. Political rallies attract like minds. 
Financial giants and business 
magnates are ever uniting in economic 
planning. Intellectuals and scholars 
have mutual attractions. Scientists 
and like-minded masters in their field 
enjoy association. There is a bond that 
holds, them together. But these ties are 
largely superficial. 
Brethren in unity are in a class by 
themselves. They are joined together 
in a spirit of rich fellowship. This unity 
is spiritual. It knows no racial 
barriers. Class distinction is foreign to 
this union. Rich and poor are one in 
Christ Jesus. It is a quality of heart 
and mind that blends diverse per-
sonalities into one accord. 
In the sublime seventeenth chapter 
of John we read the greatest prayer of 
all time. Jesus Christ in the concluding 
hours of His earthly ministry prays for 
His disciples, present and future. With 
all the love and fervency of these last 
moments together, He prays, not for 
signs and wonders, not for freedom 
from persecution: but for this crown-
ing grace to be in evidence among His 
followers; the grace of unity. 
The religious world is divided into 
hundreds of segments. Some are false. 
With these there can be no rapport. 
They are going in the opposite direc-
tion. The ecumenical movement is, I 
believe, a sign of the last days. It is not 
good. But there are fundamental and 
evangelical communions with whom 
we can fellowship. 
There is, however, a special pleasure 
to be found among those who are 
united in name as well as grace. 
Peculiar joys can be experienced by 
those forming a unit in organization, 
mind and heart. It is akin to human 
society. We appreciate and enjoy other 
family circles: but reserve an inner 
sanctum for our own. 
The anointing oil did all that was 
required, and then more. Brethren 
dwelling together in unity will do all 
that is necessary, and go far beyond 
the line of duty. The other cheek and 
the second mile, in the Sermon on the 
Mount, refer to our reaction toward 
those who are not brethren. But in 
Ephesians four the apostle Paul is 
writing to brethren; "Endeavouring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace." Brethren in unity will each 
assume more than his share of respon-
sibility: more than his share of blame: 
and less then his share of honour. 
"Behold how good and how plea-
sant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity! It is like the precious oint-
ment on the head, that ran down upon 
the beard, even Aaron's beard: that 




Pennsylvania, Other States, 
Review Amish Education 
Following a historic decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court on behalf of Amish folk in 
Wisconsin, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education says it will review its posture with 
regard to Amish education. 
"We will review our vocational program 
agreement with the Amish," Donald M. Carroll 
Jr., commissioner of basic education, an-
nounced. 
Some 19 states of the union host the plain 
people, and all reportedly are being forced to 
adjust their thinking, now that the Supreme 
Court rules the eighth grade is all that is 
required for Amish children, since their 
religious beliefs prevent them from participating 
in the "worldly" education of high school. 
'Amen Corner' Rooting for McGovern 
Senator George McGovern can count on the 
votes of at least one congregation in his 1972 
Presidential race—members of the Mundelein 
United Methodist Church, Chicago. 
He is their former pastor. 
From July 1946 until January 1948 the 
senator was student pastor of the congregation, 
then called Diamondhead Lake Methodist 
Church. He was a student at Garrett Biblical 
Institute in Evanston, 111., and was pastor under 
special assignment from the regional bishop. 
His pastoral experience is a little known part of 
his record. 
Editor Urges Catholics 
To Join Key'73 
Catholics of the U.S. should make 1973 a 
year of "spiritual revival," says the editor of the 
National Catholic Register. 
Dale Francis, through his periodical, 
seconded his own earlier plea that Catholics join 
Key '73. "It is right and necessary," he said, 
"that we should be involved in overcoming 
social injustices." However, he stressed that 
"the foundation on which our activism must be 
built is one of solid spirituality." 
He termed Key '73 not so much an 
ecumenical movement as "a movement of all 
the churches at the same time in the direction of 
spiritual renewal." 
It was Catholic endorsement, some thought, 
that led members of the National Association of 
Evangelicals to pull back from voting to give 
Key '73 NAE's full support as a group. 
Alliance Told There's Still Hope 
For Missionaries Taken By Vietcong 
The international Christian and Missionary 
Alliance continues to hold on to hope that three 
missionaries kidnapped by the Vietcong 10 
years ago from a leprosarium in the Vietnam 
highlands are still alive behind North Viet-
namese military lines. 
Special remembrance and prayer for the 
captured Americans was held throughout the 
Alliance constituency on May 30. 
That day marked the 10th anniversary of the 
missionaries' capture at Ban MeThuot in 1962. 
Rabbi Pleads for Penal 
Reform With Ezekiel 33 
Citing the Old Testament, a Jewish rabbi calls 
for total reform of the United States' prison 
tradition so that embittered inmates won't leave 
only to seek revenge on the society that punished 
them. 
"Ezekiel teaches that God prefers penitence 
to punishment," said Rabbi Moshe Tutnauer. 
"Experience teaches that punishment alone 
often embitters. Why not try another way?" 
The passage quoted is Ezekiel 33:11, "I have 
no desire for the death of the wicked; I would 
rather that a wicked man should mend his ways 
and live." 
Rabbi Tutnauer urged Americans to dis-
tinguish between evil and evildoers. While 
holding the evildoer responsible for his actions, 
he said, we must show affection, take steps to 
rehabilitate, and give back self-dignity to those 
who have lost it, rather than to react with anger 
and bitterness against the criminal. 
Irish Peace Hints 
From Billy Graham 
Evangelist Billy Graham met secretly with 
leaders of the Irish Republican Army during a 
week-long tour of Northern Ireland and the 
Irish Republic. « 
There is "some slight evidence," he said, that 
the Provisional wing of the IRA may soon 
declare a cease-fire (the Official wing has 
already done so). 
"I can say no more," he told reporters. He 
said he had agreed not to reveal where the 
meetings had taken place or with whom he had 
talked. "I just listened to them and I have a 
small inkling that there may be some peace 
movements in their ranks." 
Civilian Chaplaincy Viewed 
In Dim Light 
The senior chaplain at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, N.Y. said he doesn't 
think a civilian chaplaincy for the Armed Forces 
being proposed would work. 
The Rev. James D. Ford said a civilian 
chaplaincy wouldn't be possible on a large scale, 
noting that chaplains must depend on such 
military facilities as planes and helicopters. 
He said he thought the military does provide 
safeguards for the consciences of its chaplains. 
He reported that more than 200 of the 4,000 
cadets at West Point currently teach in the 
Sunday school for children of the post's per-
sonnel, following the example of Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1915. 
Moscow Baptists Welcome Nixons 
On the gray, drizzly morning of May 28, 
President and Mrs. Richard M. Nixon moved 
out of the Kremlin and motored to Moscow's 
only Protestant church to worship with more 
than 1,000 persons. 
"In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome 
you," the Rev. Alexei M. Bichkov said during 
the service. "We cordially greet our esteemed 
guest on the very Sunday when the Christians of 
our country celebrate the descent of the Holy 
Spirit." 
Rev. Bichkov's sermon was on a Biblical 
passage which outlined spiritual qualities that 
"against such there is no law." 
The minister noted that his denomination — 
which is normally referred to as "Baptist" but is 
actually a merger of several Protestant groups 
— had established good relationships with 
Baptists and other religious bodies in the United 
States. He added: "We as Christians put in our 
prayers all that promotes peace and friendship 
among nations, establishes social justice, 
secures national liberty and economic progress 
in all countries, and we testify 'that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to himself,' " a 
reference to Second Corinthians. 
A 10-minute sermon by the Rev. Ilya G. 
Ivanov, 74-year-old president of the All-Union 
Council, was taken from Galatians 5, verse 22 
and 23. 
Numerous Soviet and U.S. security men kept 
the street crowds at a distance. 
Church or Prison? Convicted Woman 
Opts for 10 Years of Sundays in Pew 
Given the choice between jail and church for 
the next 10 years, a self-confessed murderess — 
whose crime involved "tremendous extenuating 
circumstances" — chose church. 
Circuit Judge Claude R. Edwards, who ad-
mitted that he misses religious services now and 
then, told Eartha Lee Griffith, 28, that she could 
go to prison for 10 years or "spend every 
Sunday through 1982 in a pew." 
Miss Griffith had pleaded guilty t 0 the 
second-degree murder of her boy friend, Eddie 
Lee Lampkin, in an Orlando home they shared. 
"There were tremendous extenuating cir-
cumstances in her case," said Judge Edwards, 
noting that Mr. Lampkin had beaten her almost 
to death and threatened her with a weapon. 
"I'm not very soft-hearted towards criminals in 
general," he added, "but this was entirely 
different." 
United Presbyterians Adopt 
New Statement on Baptism 
The United Presbyterian Church will 
emphasize neither believer nor infant baptism as 
a result of revisions in a Book of Church Order 
approved at the General Assembly meeting in 
Denver. 
Despite vigorous attempts to defeat or amend 
the proposals, the denomination's General 
Assembly approved changing the wordings on 
baptism. 
The new wording gives parents the freedom to 
decide if they want infants baptized. 
Local congregations will decide at what age 
baptism is appropriate. Persons will receive a 
"commission" rather than "confirmation" in 
joining the Church. 
Sees Possible Lutheran 
Schism for Missouri Synod 
A split could occur to divide the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod after its 1973 conven-
tion in New Orleans, the denomination's presi-
dent warned in a news conference at O'Hare 
Inn, Chicago. 
Dr. J. A. O. Preus, leader of the sharply 
polarized 2.8 million Lutherans, said splits 
before have always come from the right, never 
from the left. 
This is one of the reasons, he indicated, he has 
developed a "southern strategy," counting on 
the allegiance of moderates. 
In St. Louis, the Council of Presidents for the 
denomination issued a release stating that Presi-
dent Preus had indicated his intent to resolve the 
current problems as quickly and as amicably as 
possible. 





The Sikalongo Church with the new zinc roof. 
Marshall Poe 
A FTER crossing the "mile" river 
-**-and coming to the top of the hill, 
one still looks across the valley to the 
next hill and sees the beautiful and 
stately eucalyptus trees of Sikalongo 
Mission. The same road still crosses 
the dam in the small valley between 
the hills leading to the mission. The 
hospital buildings off to the right look 
the same, and the houses directly 
.ahead appear to be unchanged. What, 
then, is the new face of Sikalongo 
Mission? 
The change is inner rather than 
outward; it is the image that has been 
changed. "Sikalongo Mission" is now 
basically a geographic location. Since 
it is not practical or desirable to 
change this name either locally or on 
maps, the name remains. But the 
functions of the mission as a farm, a 
utilities supplier, a maintenance 
center, and a construction agency have 
been discontinued. "S ika longo 
Mission" now denotes the site of the 
Sikalongo Hospital, the Sikalongo 
Upper Primary School, and the 
Choma Bible Institute. In addition, it 
is the place of residence for Mr. Frey 
Mweetwa, the Manager of Schools, 
and Rev. William Silungwe, the 
The writer is principal. Choma Bible Institute. 
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District Superintendent. 
The change has resulted in some 
noticeable differences. The several 
hundred pigs that used to bring 
squeals, smells, and some profit to the 
mission have all been sold. The area of 
the vegetable garden has been reduced 
to family-size, and the fenced mission 
pasture land has been turned over to 
the Manager of Schools for supervi-
sion. Some responsibilities like provid-
ing electricity and water for all the 
units on the mission have been 
assigned to the Bible Institute. A 
former mission employee has been 
retained by the Bible Institute for 
these things. 
Unrelated to the image-changing 
policy are two more recent changes at 
the mission. One of these is a new zinc 
roof for the Sikalongo Church. The 
old grass roof which we all liked so 
well was becoming thin at the peak 
and some of the upper timbers were 
quite ant-eaten. The change had 
already been delayed several years, 
but on a certain hot day in November 
1971, the church received its new 
covering. On that one day, all the old 
timbers were removed, trusses were 
made and erected, and the new zinc (in 
lengths of 15 1/2 feet) put on. Much of 
the zinc was nailed down during the 
evening twilight in order to finish the 
one-day project. The church looks 
quite different now and some things 
(like more noise during rains and more 
heat during mid-day) are quite 
noticeable. However, what has been 
lost in beauty and quietness has been 
replaced by greater resistance to ants 
and fire. 
The other change has been the 
decision of the Zambian Ministry of 
Education to close the boarding 
facilities of the Upper Primary 
School. This left the mission with six 
dormitory rooms, a dining room and a 
kitchen which would not be needed by 
the Primary School. It was decided to 
turn these buildings over to the Bible 
Institute for use and preservation. 
This not only allows for greater expan-
sion in the Bible Institute, but also 
provides a place to hold meetings such 
as pastors' retreats during the school 
year and church-wide conferences 
during the school holidays. 
To the passerby the mission is still 
viewed as before, and the changes 
appear slight. To the church, the 
changes have more importance. The 
designation of the Bible Institute as 
the major institution of the mission 
has ramifications — not only financial 
or practical, but theological. It is 
believed that this renewed emphasis on 
Bible training will help to encourage 
greater church growth in each of our 
local congregations. 
Evangelical Visitor 
A FRAID to go home? Why? I am 
•^•afraid of my new responsibility. If 
only I had not come to Bangladesh, 
then I would not have seen the pover-
ty, misery and struggle of the people. 
Had I not come I could easily excuse 
myself — I could say I just didn't 
know how terrible the conditions are, 
and thus could not be properly con-
cerned. Even though I would have 
followed the news, it would hardly 
have penetrated enough to register the 
necessary weight of concern. 
But now, knowing what I know, my 
conscience is no longer free and un-
troubled, and my heart says our peo-
ple must know also. Afraid to go 
home? Some might call it a psycho-
logical block. I may go home, but I 
shall never get over it. 
O n l y a few m o r e d a y s in 
Bangladesh. I can hardly wait to greet 
my loving wife and family at home. As 
I return to North America, I do so 
with the disturbing knowledge that I 
leave behind a mass of humanity 
struggling and agonizing daily with the 
harshness of their fate in life. Why? I 
ask. Why so much more physical and 
mental suffering in this land than in 
the land to which I am returning? Oh, 
God, would you answer me? Why 
must this be? 
If I only had not seen and heard so 
much, I would not feel the burden of 
my new responsibility. But I have been 
living in the midst of it. How will the 
people at home know unless I tell 
them? And how do I tell them? Is it 
possible to say it in such a way that 
they will listen, understand, and sense 
the responsibility with me? 
There are those who suggest: "Why 
not say it with pictures?" How do you 
take pictures of pain and utter 
suffering? When I was in the midst of 
one of the most dreadful sights of 
human suffering I have ever witnessed, 
I had my little camera in my pocket. I 
reached for it twice, I recall, but my 
courage failed me. I could not add 
insult to injury. How do you muster 
the courage to snap a picture of a baby 
dying of smallpox, lying with five 
other children on bamboo matting? 
The only protection was a shabby old 
blanket on upright sticks to shade the 
youngsters against the hot sun. Ex-
hausted and frightened mothers, as 
though protecting their babies, sat 
speechless nearby. Their blurry and 
pleading eyes were fastened right on 
us. The limbless body of a naked boy 
inched his way across the street on his 
back — take a picture, you say? I 
failed that test. 
In the Kalishpur camp of 35,000 
detained Bihari people, our jeep was 
suddenly surrounded by several hun-
dred weeping and shouting women. 
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We assumed that they were pleading 
for food. But we were told that they 
were rather saying, "Give us poison so 
we may die and be delivered from our 
present fate." Though we could not 
understand their words, their faces 
and eyes clearly told us that they 
meant it. 
Poverty can be found to some 
degree in all countries. But when it is 
so widespread, on such a massive 
scale, with millions of people at the 
starvation or famine level, how do you 
describe it to others? That is why I feel 
afraid to go home. 
I don't know your personal cir-
cumstances this moment as you are 
reading these lines. If you are a typical 
Canadian or American, you should be 
comfortable — not too hot, not too 
cold. You are not hungry — at least 
not painfully so. You are wearing 
clothes to suit the temperature and the 
style. Your income meets the essential 
needs. Medical care is promptly 
available when you need it. And I, feel 
certain you are not sitting on a dirt 
floor in your thatched shelter or 
staying with neighbors because you do 
not have even a shelter. You are not 
wondering where the next meal will 
come from. Before you write a curt 
response to the above lines, please 
read on. 
I know that you want to ask if it is 
wrong to be comfortable and to enjoy 
available conveniences. I can't find a 
satisfactory answer to that question 
because I am soon coming to join you. 
But why must more than half the 
people of this world struggle so long 
for so little? 
I do not find anywhere in Scripture 
that it is wrong for Christians to have 
possessions. But again and again the 
Scripture emphasizes the importance 
of the right use of possessions. The 
more one possesses, the greater his 
responsibility. From this we cannot 
escape. We are called to comfort the 
comfortless. But maybe there is also a 
time to disturb the comfortable. 
I am sorry if this has been too 
painful — but remember, I am serving 
and witnessing in the midst of a people 
utterly uncomfortable, to describe it 
mildly. Millions of people here are 
forced to live on much less than what 
you and I habitually spend above our 
actual needs. 
It would be presumptuous to ask 
you to sell your house, your second 
car, or whatever. But is it presump-
tuous to kindly urge every reader of 
these lines to pledge anew to share 
with the poor an even greater portion 
of i n c o m e and a c c u m u l a t e d 
possessions. 
A good friend and servant of the 
church recently sent these penetrating 
I'm Afraid 
to Go Home 
Harry Martens 
words to my attention in Bangladesh: 
"Bring the war home! The war of the 
third world for survival. Put it right in 
our push-button, reclining, air-
conditioned, overstuffed laps — where 
we have to deal with it. And then 
based on your experience there, 
suggest to us ways to deal with it." 
Could we join in the war for sur-
vival, the war against hunger, that 
to page twelve 
FELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL 
Philip Murmu, regional treasurer, and Harvey 
Sider, field superintendent. 
Philip observed that his simple country advice was needed 
Philip: evangelist, deacon, and 
treasurer — this is a slight revision 
of the Acts version, but Philip Mur-
mu is a servant of God and the 
Church who carries these varied 
responsibilities well. He possesses 
a quiet, stable personality, mel-
lowed perhaps by a slight handi-
cap which causes a limp. Philip 
found his way to God despite 
persecution, opposition, and isola-
tion. His consistent life is a witness 
and example to the community in 
which he lives. 
Benjamin Marandi taught the 
first small handful of Santal 
believers that giving was an essen-
tial part of godliness. A cup of 
mustard seed, a squash, two eggs 
or cash — whatever one had, he 
gave. Philip and his wife have both 
learned Benjamin's lesson and 
have been s incere shar ing 
believers. Philip's wife, for exam-
ple, faithfully tithes their daily 
bread. When she puts the family's 
rice over her small open fire to 
cook, she has already taken a 
handful and placed it aside as the 
Lord's share. 
Philip and his young family lived 
at Banmankhi until several years 
ago. During this time fellowship 
between him and Harvey Sider 
developed. Although from very 
different cultural backgrounds, 
they were brethren in Christ. 
Living on the same compound, 
they shared problems — their own, 
and others. One neighbor comes to 
report sickness; another to ask 
advice regarding family problems; 
another in financial difficulty. The 
"give everyone what he asks for" 
reaction is a trait which marks the 
foreigner, and Philip, with his dis-
cerning spirit, was a valuable 
source of gu idance . Phi l ip 
observed quickly that the mis-
sionary did not have a know-it-all 
attitude and that his simple, coun-
try advice was needed and ap-
preciated. Fellowship developed as 
both men contributed to its growth. 
In 1968, Phi l ip served as 
Harvey's interpreter for the Bible 
studies which he conducted in the 
Homemakers' course. Philip's 
spiritual insights grew, and Harvey 
picked up a considerable amount 
of Santali — two benefits of the 
growing fellowship. 
Since 1968, Philip has been 
assuming more and more respon-
sibility in financial affairs, and is 
now the regional church treasurer. 
The fellowship continues to be 
enriched by the many hours he 
spends with Harvey in learning to 
keep records, balance columns of 
figures, etc. Keeping accurate 
financial records is not an exciting 
chapter in the story of church 
growth, but it is an important one. 
As Harvey teaches and Philip 
learns, their fellowship in the 
gospel grows. 
FELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL 
1972 YEARBOOK 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS 
Twenty-four Christians (na-
tionals and missionaries) give 
expression to the brotherhood 
they experience in the "fellow-
ship in the Gospel." Articles in-
clude: 
• "I hear the soft voices of the 
women as they pray" 
• Staff tea was almost over 
for another morning" 
• "Kraals, mealies, and 
baboons" 
• "At times his lessons 
have stung" 
• "God forgave, and so 
did the church. Then we 
t oge the r took c o m -
munion." 
"FELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL" is available in 
Brethren in Christ congregations, and from Brethren in 
Christ Missions, Box 149, Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022. 
10 Evangelical Visitor 






Dr. Harris is president of Vennard College, 
Oskaloosa, Iowa. This article appeared in the 
Wesleyan Advocate under the title "Are 
Wesleyan Bible Conferences Vital?" Reprinted 
by permission. 
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\ X 7 H A T DO c a m p m e e t i n g 
v v preachers do with all their time? 
Well, in addition to preparation, 
prayer, counseling, and fellowship 
they think. Think about the great 
expenditure of time, effort, and money 
in every camp. Think about the 
responsibility in the light of those 
facts. Think about the context in 
which they are called to serve — a 
context generally determined by 
procedures passed down from another 
day. 
But insistences that "what was good 
enough for grandpa is good enough for 
us" are only meaningless defenses of 
the status quo unless "good" involves 
message rather than methods. Can we 
not suit methods to the message rather 
than confine our message to methods? 
To do so may produce approaches 
which have neither heritage nor 
history but only the simple prospect of 
being effective in establishing people in 
the grace of God. 
For one thing, I think we should 
capitalize on the great hunger for the 
Word of God which I have found 
among people in every camp I have 
served. That hunger seems best 
satisfied through the medium of 
teaching with the Bible as the text. But 
because there is a difference between 
pedagogy and preaching, and since 
few people are gifted to do both, two 
persons will generally be required to 
provide a balanced program of 
evangelism and Bible study. Of course 
neither will succumb to the temptation 
to offer sermons preached with less-
than-usual formality as a Bible study! 
Billy Graham may have expressed 
the conviction of many Christians 
when he recently noted that, in his 
judgment, all the visible signs of 
Christ's return are in process. At least 
I have found a genuine interest in 
prophetic truth among camp meeting 
people. Although the risks of irrespon-
sible and sensational pronouncements 
are implicit to an appeal for prophetic 
emphases, the fact remains that 
Christ's coming is a biblical truth. 
What better setting could be found 
than the unhurried, contemplative at-
mosphere of the camp meeting to 
present these truths which have always 
moved the sinner and established the 
saint? 
The shallowness of our people is a 
growing concern. The problem derives 
from a procedural holiness with its 
slavish devotion to the minutiae of 
doctrine and criteria or from a 
peripheral holiness which has missed 
the reality of cleansing and the excite-
ment of growth. What a virgin field 
most camp meetings offer to present 
the prospect of a truly victorious 
Christian life! And how rewarding to 
spend the day sessions presenting truth 
many have never heard rather than 
rehashing ideas most often heard. 
But before we decide that biblical 
studies, eschatological teaching, and 
instruction in holiness must make 
future camp programs we must con-
sider two assumptions which can scut-
tle any corrective designs. 
The first is that the primary purpose 
of the camp is to reach youth. I think 
we need to seriously evaluate the 
motive behind a growing trend to 
make the adult camp a youth camp as 
well. The arguments are familiar: 
youth add life, their zeal is a blessing, 
their needs are a prayer challenge. But 
they also fill altars and produce an air 
of victory which might not prevail at 
many camps were not the youth pres-
ent. Certainly adults should not be 
denied the blessing of seeing young 
people pray through. But neither 
should adults be denied the impression 
that they are the focus of conviction 
borne of solid Bible teaching and 
preaching. There is a danger of 
"blessing by association" when youth 
constitute the major emphasis of the 
camp. Adults, as well as youth, need 
to hear the indicting words: "Thou art 
the man." 
That emphasis might even make 
camp meeting relevant to pastors. 
Often the compla in t of non-
attendance focuses upon pastors who 
seem to be so involved in the duties of 
their charge that they can attend little 
of the camp. Perhaps they are only 
expressing, albeit more visibly, the dis-
illusionment of adults who find the 
primary aim of the camp leaves them 
out in the cold. 
The second problem assumption is 
that people won't come to camp unless 
it is dressed in the trappings of a 
vacation resort. Lakes, scenic settings, 
and a wholesome program of activity 
are a wonderful asset to any camp if 
they are not what people come to 
camp for. Camp meetings can present 
a compelling relevance if they are 
geared to the needs of adults. It is 
when needs are not being met that 
other goals come into focus. What a 
tragedy if our camps finally come to 
the point that their primary service is 
to offer a place for Christian recrea-
tion and fellowship. 
I am not persuaded that the day of 
the camp has passed if we remember 
its goal is to establish people in the 
grace of God rather than maintain 
things as they have always been. But 
that goal must be adult-oriented with 
meaningful daytime teaching and in-
sistent nighttime evangelism. In some 
circles this structure is called a Bible 
conference, but then "a rose by any 
other name . . . ." 
/ / 
Q U N D A Y school leaders and 
^ pastors are usually interested in 
ways to help the teaching activity of 
their churches. To put it in terms of an 
old advertising commerical, teaching 
is "where the rubber meets the road." 
All of our effort in Sunday school and 
related Christian education projects 
ought to support the teaching activity. 
Effective teaching must begin with 
the teacher. In light of this, the Scrip-
ture Press Foundation did a research 
project several years ago which in-
volved over 1,400 Sunday school 
teachers in varied communities, 
regions, denominations, and schools 
of assorted sizes. Several findings of 
this project (Research Report on Sun-
day School Teachers, Scripture Press 
Ministries, Box 513, Glen Ellyn, 
Illinois 60137, Price $1.00 and dated 
1971) may be helpful to us in making 
our Sunday school teaching more 
effective. 
What can the pastor or Sunday 
school leader do which will help new 
teachers become prepared for their 
role? The report noted that teachers' 
meetings or workers' conferences were 
the most frequent ways new teachers 
received help. The second was the 
attendance at a formal training 
course. Obviously both of these are 
going to require a good amount of 
effort on the part of someone. But this 
is the price for effective teaching. 
Two other approaches are common-
ly used to train new teachers. The one 
is the use of a "canned" course, such 
as filmstrips, films, recordings, or re-
lated packages. With the increased 
availability of these and newer items, 
it would appear that this approach to 
teacher training may become in-
creasingly popular in the next few 
years. 
Closely associated with the above 
approach is the more traditional one 
of reading—magazines, booklets, and 
books. Many good materials are 
available, but there are only a few 
Brethren in Christ Sunday school 
libraries that really have much to offer 
in this area. Here is where the pastor 
or leader can be helpful in seeing that 
more is made available through the 
local church. 
Another approach used frequently 
with new teachers is to. have briefing 
sessions with the superintendent or a 
teacher who can explain the material 
and procedures. While this ususally is 
brief, it does have the advantage of 
personalized instruction. Certainly the 
new teacher needs the kind of help 
which can be tailored to his needs and 
development. 
What about the experienced 
teacher? What methods of training 
does he find most helpful? The report 
of the research project suggests that 
attendance at teacher training courses 
are the most helpful. Probably the 
indepth study of a subject proves most 
stimulating. Closely following this in 
helpfulness is the attendance at 
teachers' meetings. It is interesting to 
note that teachers in training and 
experienced teachers have found these 
two approaches most helpful in im-
proving their skills. 
While not a large number of 
teachers read magazines, booklets, or 
books on Christian education, those 
who did rated this as a most helpful 
approach to teacher training. This 
again is an interesting correlation 
between the new and the experienced 
teacher. 
When the teachers were given the 
opportunity to indicate the approaches 
they would like to be involved in at 
subsequent training opportunities, 
they responded in the same manner, 
that, is, workers' conferences, formal 
courses, and reading. There was one 
new dimension projected. This was the 
possibility of visiting another Sunday 
school or class and in this way, to 
expand one's horizons. Here again it 
Toward Better Teaching 
The writer is Executive Director of Develop-
ment, Messiah College, and also Lecturer in 
Christian Education. He serves as secretary of 
the denomination's Commission on Sunday 
Schpol. 
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may take the leadership of the super-
intendent in order to work out the 
arrangements so this can happen. 
One thing these findings indicate to 
us is that there is not very much which 
is radically new. These are ideas which 
have been around for many years. 
Unfortunately there are not very many 
of us who are utilizing these to help 
our teachers become more effective. 
The Commission on Sunday school 
through the RELAY program has 
tried to bring together a number of 
ideas and tools which could revitalize 
some of the above approaches. 
In conclusion let us note one other 
facet which may help us move toward 
better teaching. This is in the area of 
method. The research report noted 
that three times as many teachers had 
not gone to college as those who had. 
Yet it is interesting to note the variety 
of methods used by these teachers over 
a two-month period. They used chalk-
board, posters, discussion, flannel-
board, handwork, lectures, pictures, 
student manuals, question-answer, 
Scripture study and storytelling. 
While many of these are useful with 
children, they are not limited to use 
with them. A person does not need to 
be highly educated to adapt his 
methods to the most effective ap-
proach to conveying the central idea of 
the lesson. 
Teaching is a basic part of the Great 
Commission. Anything we can do to 
help make it more effective will help to 
evangelize our world in this genera-
tion. You are invited to join whole-
heartedly in this effort. 
AFRAID TO GO HOME 
from page nine 
millions wage each day? May we 
resolve to do our part each year to 
help close the gap between those who 
"have" and those who "have not." 
You may do this through various 
compassion or poverty funds, the 
Mennonite Central Committee, or in 
whatever way you feel led. But do it! 
Of course, this dare not be at the 
expense of supporting others who are 
also sharing the urgently needed 
spiritual food by proclaiming the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. He is the One who pointed the 
way, led the way . . . the way His 
disciples are called to follow. After all, 
it is in the name of Christ that we 
minister to the poor, the bruised, the 
captives and the broken-hearted (Luke 
4:16-19). 
Yes, I am afraid. Not of seeing my 
family and friends, but of the new 
responsibility facing me as I return 
home. 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
In our world the most meaningful word we can share is simply, "I 
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T S IT all up with the world? Will it be 
dead by 1980 as some ecologists 
say? Is there no future for man? 
A man ran in on Thomas Edison 
one day to cry, "They tell me the 
world is coming to an end!" He looked 
up to say calmly, "That's all right; we 
can get along without it." 
The man of faith is constantly faced 
with questions about the physical 
world. He comes to expect them. He 
also knows that his life is not sealed in 
by the material world. 
We Christians discover in under-
standing God's perspective that each 
individual is of infinite worth, that 
each life is too valuable to be 
cheapened. Should the future be short, 
each day should be lived to its best. It 
is this faith which enables us to be a 
redemptive influence in society. We 
become "a bridge over troubled 
waters" or to use a New Testament 
concept, agents of reconciliation by 
helping our fellows to Christ. 
Evidence of Relationship 
Someone has said we Christians are 
to make our faith intelligible, visible, 
and desirable. In a modern world we 
also need to make our faith under-
standable — that is what evangelism is 
all about, in whatever form: making 
faith in Christ a real option. 
We are also to make our faith 
visible by expressing through lives that 
we believe in Christ. In fact, in our 
world the most meaningful word we 
can share is simply, "I believe in 
Christ. I am absolutely sincere about 
being His disciple." 
This is our witness. It is not a 
sermonette offering good advice. In 
fact this is what makes Christianity 
desirable — the evidence that we enjoy 
our relation with Christ. 
This is also the reason anyone can 
witness. We are sharing good news 
rather than offering good advice. It is 
the good news that life is meaningful 
and not meaningless. It is the good 
news that one can know God in Christ. 
It is the good news that one can be 
forgiven. It is the good news that one 
can become a new person, with the 
center of control in his life moved 
from self to Christ. It is the good news 
that one can know the Holy Spirit in 
his life. It is the good news that one 
can share a covenant community of 
brothers. As one thinks of these 
elements of faith, it is enough to turn 
him on for God. 
Too many of us fail to witness 
because we have left evangelism to 
others. Frequently we have insti-
tutionalized the concept of evange-
lism into a p rogram or p ro -
fessionalized it as the role of a few 
public speakers. But the New Testa-
ment calls each of us to reach our 
public with an authentic expression of 
faith in action. 
We have also been guilty of 
moralizing evangelism until we call 
persons to accept a code rather than 
show them a personalized dimension 
of faith in relating to God and to 
others. Actually, evangelism is simply 
sharing our faith, and the more intelli-
gent the understanding of faith, the 
more clear the witness ought to be. 
A Personal Faith 
But the crucial question is whether 
we have a vital faith to share. One 
must first have an evangelical ex-
perience if he would share the evangel. 
This means three things: a personal 
conversion to Christ as Lord, the 
acceptance of His Word as final 
authority for faith and practice, and 
identification with the risen Christ 
through the personal infilling with the 
Holy Spirit as Christ's confirmation of 
His lordship. Out of this experience 
with Christ as Lord one interprets his 
ethical behavior, how he lives as a 
Christian. His commitment to achieve 
wholeness, to live by love, to stand 
with a position of nonresistance — all 
express the genuineness of Christ's 
lordship. And this is our witness, to be 
God's kind of people in today's world. 
There is hope for tomorrow. All 
across North America thousands of 
youth are turning to Jesus. They are 
beginning to talk once again of 
"obedience to Christ." If this con-
tinues, we are only one generation 
from a society renewed in faith. Let's 
not miss it. 
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Church News 
Camp Freedom Has 
Record Attendance 
The winter campmeeting at Camp Freedom, 
St. Petersburg, Fla., closed on February 6 after 
twelve days marked by increased attendance 
over last year and a significant moving of the 
Spirit of God. 
The blessing of the Lord was in evidence from 
the beginning of the camp. There was much 
seeking and there was finding. 
Thursday, February 3, was Missions Day. On 
Friday there was an emphasis on Divine Healing 
with an anointing service in the afternoon. In the 
tradition of Acts 19:12 articles of clothing of 
some unable to be present were anointed in 
recognition of a need. 
Rev. Irvin Parker and F. J. Goins served as 
the evangelists. Bishop Roy V. Sider was the 
Bible teacher. Music was supplied by Rev. and 
Mrs. Eugene Heidler and Donna Zook. 
The camp facilities are being improved — this 
year the dining room was enlarged. Early in the 
camp a poll of an evening audience revealed 
twenty states and Canada represented. 
The camp was under the direction of Rev. 
Simon Lehman, Jr. and Rev. John Rosenberry. 
(This report received promptly in the 
editorial office was lost somewhere 
between the desk and the press. We 
apologize for its tardiness.. Editor) 
Brethren in Christ 
Students Honored 
Nine Brethren in Christ students were 
honored at the recent 62nd commencement of 
Messiah College. They were part of a group of 
twenty-two students in the class of 115 receiving 
honors. 
Of the students, three graduated Magna Cum 
Laude. They are: Bonnie Engle, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Engle of the Cross Roads 
congregation; Eugene Engle, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John H. Engle of the Palmyra congrega-
tion and Barbara Snyder, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Snyder, Grantham congregation. 
The other six students graduated Cum Laude. 
Their names, parents and home-churches are: 
Karen Cassel, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Cassel, Rosebank, Ontario congrega-
tion; Ken Crider, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Crider, Grantham congregation; Beth Heisey, 
daughter of 'Mr. and Mrs. Mervin Heisey, 
Speedwell Heights congregation; Beth 
Hostetler, daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. Paul 
Hostetler, Grantham congregation; Ronald 
Slabaugh, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roman 
Slabaugh, Sippo Valley, Ohio congregation and 
Robert Snyder, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Snyder, Grantham congregation. 
Robert Snyder, twin brother of Barbara, was 
president of the Messiah College Student 
Association and also received the Alumni 
Association's Senior Award. His father is direc-
tor of admissions for the college and his mother 
is on the college's education faculty. 
Additional Messiah Home 
Campaign Leaders Chosen 
The key leadership for the campaign to raise $600,000 
to erect a 40-bed nursing care unit for Messiah Home is 
rapidly being selected. The Rev. Roy H. Wenger, retired 
pastor of the Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church, has 
accepted the post of Honorary General Chairman. 
During the campaign, he will assist General Chairman 
Dr. Ivan Beachy in a number of the interpretive and 
informational activities. Mr. Wenger is largely responsi-
ble for making available the new site for Messiah Home 
through a very beneficial arrangement. In his earlier 
years, he operated a number of ladies' apparel stores; 
and, more recently, land development has been the focus 
of his energies. He has served on the Messiah College 
Board of Trustees for many years and has toured the 
mission field. 
The present chairman of the Messiah Home Board, 
Mr. Musser M. Martin, has consented to serve as Vice 
Chairman of the General Campaign Committee. 
Presently Mr. Martin is working with the Christian Light 
Bookstores of Elizabethtown, Pa. He has had wide 
experience in the field of management, having served in 
the business office of Messiah College for many years. 
Presently Mr. and Mrs. Martin live at Mt. Gretna, Pa. 
and are very active in the administration of Messiah 
Home at the present location. 
The chairman for the Atlantic Conference Campaign 
Committee is Walter Martin, Elizabethtown and Mid-
dletown businessman. Widely known among members of 
the Brethren in Christ for his musical talents, Mr. Martin 
now brings his business talents to the service of the Lord 
in this campaign. He is owner of men's clothing stores in 
each of the above cities. His work as Director of Music 
for. the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ Church has 
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been widely acclaimed. Mr. Martin and his wife spent 
three years in Jordan in Voluntary Service. 
The Rev. Simon Lehman, Jr., will serve as Campaign 
Chairman for the Allegheny Conference. Now pastor of 
Roseglen Brethren in Christ Church, Duncannon, Pa., 
Brother Lehman formerly served the Mechanicsburg 
Church. He is widely known among our people for his 
strong leadership in the field of evangelism and in 
working with youth. He is the director of Camp 
Freedom, St. Petersburg, Fla. Brother Lehman and his 
son operate a dairy farm. 
The Central Conference Campaign will be headed by 
the Rev. Erwin W. Thomas of Nappanee, Ind. He is the 
Manager of Evangel Press, the denomination's 
publishing ministry, and also serves as Publishing Agent 
for the Brethren in Christ Church. Messiah Home is 
fortunate to have Brother Thomas accept this role in the 
$600,000 fund drive. In addition to his experience in 
business management, he has had wide experience in 
pastoral ministries and is exceptionally successful in the 
area of human relations. 
The Rev. Edward Gilmore has consented to serve as 
chairman for the Canadian Campaign Committee. He 
brings to the committee a wide experience as a 
churchman in Canada, having served as pastor of the 
Wainfleet congregation for 27 years. He has served as 
president of Niagara Christian College at Ft. Erie, 
Ontario; also serving a number of years in the public 
school system of Ontario. Brother Gilmore is well known 
throughout our brotherhood and as such can make a 
significant contribution to the General Campaign Com-
mittee. 
The proposed nursing unit, the first building in the 
Messiah Home relocation program, will be erected on 
the new site at Carlisle. Offices for the campaign will be 
opened at Harrisburg, Pa., on August 12, and at 
Ashland, Ohio, about September 1. A full explanation of 
the program will be given at The General Conference 
during the Friday session. 
Evangelical Visitor 
"That early Church was not a status 
church in the ordinary sense of the term. 
There were not many 'important people' 
associated with it. It had no lobby in the 
court of the emperor at Rome. It 
couldn't put out circulars claiming fifty 
million or more people who subscribed to 
its teachings. Just as the doctrine of that 
Church was not very sharply defined, so 
its worship was not yet very elaborate, 
and its budget, so to speak, was very 
small. There was no highly-organized 
public relations program to sell it to the 
people. Far from all this, it was a church 
without legal standing. . . . And yet, in 
spite of the terrible handicaps, the early 
Church spread like wildfire throughout 
the Empire. Although men seemed to 
have every reason to reject its teachings, 
they flocked to it in astoundingly large 
numbers. What possible reason can ex-
plain this fact? Not the power of the 
sword, certainly. Not money or political 
pull either. The only explanation — and 
the right one — was Christ living in the 
Church. The Church was so filled with 
Christ it made headlines wherever it 
went. . . . But in essence it was an 
inward secret which burst into the light; 
not an outward display which was 
assumed for propaganda purposes. This 
inward life of Christ lay within the 
bosom of the Church as a secret 
wellspring of power, which saw her 
through every difficulty." 
Pattern of Church Growth 
There were at least six basic patterns of 
growth that emerged in the practices of the early 
Church, as set forth in Acts 2:42-47. Luke 
speaks in general terms of the Church manner 
and customs. He gives insight into everyday 
habits of the believers. 
1. There was Dedication. "They continued 
steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine" (or 
teaching). We discover several things: (a) They 
believed what they believed. Many accept, with 
admiration, the doctrines of the Church which 
the Brethren in Christ maintain as being based 
upon the Word of God; but my Brethren, it must 
be deeper than that. "We must believe what we 
believe, and not be apologetic about it. It is here 
that a denomination can lose its moorings, (b) 
There was conviction; "they continued." Their 
involvement was not a fly-by-night commit-
ment, but a conviction that this was that, for 
they had discovered a new way of life, (c) We 
also find there was unity of belief and spirit. 
During the early ministry of Jesus the disciples 
argued among themselves; but after the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit these believers were unified 
around the central cause, the basic mission, of 
the Church of Jesus Christ. 
2. There was Fellowship. It is interesting to 
note how quickly after Pentecost they dis-
covered the importance of fellowship. A new life 
of brotherhood, Christian love and unity in the 
Spirit emerged. These early believers were very 
close to one another and shared their new life 
together. 
One of the early philosophies of the Brethren 
in Christ Church was fellowship. Even our name 
suggests it. But I am fearful we are losing this 
cherished heritage. The laymen are asking for 
more of it. Our communities are looking for a 
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demonstration of fellowship. We do thank God 
for the churches that are venturing to provide 
more fellowship in a number of different ways. 
3. There was Worship. The house was used. 
The temple was used. There was singleness of 
heart! They had communion! They prayed! 
They praised God! As I would know newborn 
Christians, I firmly believe there was joy and 
gladness demonstrated. It is my conviction that 
they PROBED as they met together. The unity 
of the Spirit characterized their worship and 
behavior as they continued day after day. There 
was interaction — sharing and discussing their 
faith and the lessons they were learning. I do not 
believe they had a rigid form of worship, but I 
am sure it was simple and orderly. I Corinthians 
14:33 — "For God is not the author of confu-
sion, but of peace, as in all churches of the 
saints." 
Today the tendency is to structure the service 
so tight that it is nearly impossible for the Holy 
Spirit to break through. We almost pride 
ourselves in the fact that we are able to bring the 
service to close right on the minute. On the other 
hand, I would not advocate carelessness in 
planning a service; but it must be flexible. This is 
one of the reasons that thousands of young 
people, and even adults, are revolting against 
the established Church with its rigid form of 
worship. They want freedom in worship. The 
early Church had freedom in worship, and it had 
"favour with all the people." 
4. There was Social Concern. The following 
quotation is taken from the book, The Church 
Begins, by Hurst and Jones: "The believers 
voluntarily pooled their resources and had 'all 
things in common.' As needs arose, they sold 
their possessions, lands, property, goods, etc., 
and shared the proceeds. Many of the believers 
were from afar; others were poor. The Church 
had grown rapidly and each felt responsibility 
for the others. It has been said, 'This was a 
pocketbook revival.' " 
Even today the Church cannot close her eyes 
to social needs. Our concerns must be in 
perspective with the concerns of Christ. Let us 
discover how Jesus approached the social 
problems of His day. Jesus was led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted, and after a 
forty-day fast, was very hungry. Referring to 
Living Letters: "Then Satan tempted him to get 
food by changing stones into loaves of bread. 'It 
will prove you are the Son of God,' he said. But 
Jesus told him, 'No! For the Scriptures tell us 
that bread won't feed men's souls: obedience to 
every word of God is what we need.' " Satan 
had used a similar approach to Eve, and she 
yielded. At the very beginning of Jesus' ministry 
Satan very subtly would have tricked Him, if 
possible, into a program of turning stones into 
bread, and would have kept Christ involved in 
this type of activity. But this was not Christ's 
mission to the world, and He knew it. 
Shortly after this incident Jesus states, "The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel (the Good 
News) to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord." In these verses 
is set forth one of the purposes of Christ's 
coming. It was primarily to "preach the 
gospel"; not to turn stones into bread. 
However, Jesus was moved with the physical 
needs of His day. Study the four Gospels; and 
there you will find that Jesus was actively 
engaged in the social concerns. Here are a few of 
His involvements. Look at the parable of the 
Good Samaritan; here He taught compassion. 
He fed the five thousand who were hungry. He 
healed the people who were ill. He loved and had 
time for children whom the disciples would have 
pushed aside. He warned about the damaging 
effect of riches. He taught love for your 
neighbor. He rebuked in stern words those who 
perform injustices. His record of concern comes 
to us an an example to reach the depressed, the 
sick, the lonely, the starved, the orphans and the 
widows. He commanded the disciples to go into 
the byways and highways where the multitudes 
are found. This is the responsibility of the 
Church this very day. 
Elton Trueblood has suggested that 
"Christians must discover a rhythm of alternate 
involvement in the world and fellowship within 
the Church if we are to be strong. Spiritual 
resources drained from giving out to meet the 
human needs of our world must be replenished 
in the experience of authentic fellowship with 
Christ. Together with Christian friends we must 
pray, study, eat, and share friendship. Then we 
are renewed in strength to go into the world as 
living witnesses for our Lord." 
5. There were Miracles. "Many wonders and 
signs were done by the apostles." The major 
part of Christ's ministry here on the earth was 
dedicated to healing. It had a tremendous effect 
on people of that day. God used these miracles 
to help open the minds of the people to the 
purpose for Christ's coming. Miracles were a 
part of the early Church. Miracles need to be a 
part of our church life today. Ross E. Price of 
Pasadena College in California makes a very 
interesting comment: "The doctrine of divine 
healing in both Testaments has been too often 
neglected by the churches, and left for the 
perversion of fanatics." 
6. There was Evangelism. "And the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should be 
saved." In the early days of the Church the 
program of evangelism was centered in 
Jerusalem. There were three thousand converted 
on the Day of Pentecost, and by the fourth 
chapter of Acts they numbered five thousand, 
and the record in Acts indicates that the Church 
just simply multiplied. This was EXPLOSIVE 
EVANGELISM! They had discovered the 
KEY! But when we come to the eighth chapter 
of Acts we find that the nest at Jerusalem 
needed to be stirred up. Fierce persecution was 
God's way of spreading the "Good News." 
Never in the history of our nation have there 
been as many plans for personal evangelism as 
there are now. We as a denomination are 
becoming deeply involved, and why not? 
However, mechanics and program will have a 
saturation point unless the Holy Spirit breaks 
through and takes control. Jesus said to His 
disciples before He left, "Tarry ye" and "Go 
ye." The programs are being laid for the "Go 
ye"; but have we tarried for the anointing and 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit? It is my 
humble conviction that the Lord wants to do the 
unusual with us if we are willing to come before 
Him in humility, asking Him what He would 
have us do, seeking a fresh anointing of the Holy 
to next page 
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Spirit upon us, and praying that He will release 
us from prejudices, bigotry, defeatism and 
worldliness. Brethren, if we do not have the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit upon us, it is time 
that we seek it. Also, if the flame has been 
quenched because . . ., let us pray until the 
place be shaken. Many times we have set 
ourselves to humble ourselves in our own ways, 
and even with determination. Are we willing to 
confess our failures, and let Him give us a new 
sense of direction? The Holy Spirit wants to 
demonstrate in the Church His fulness — the 
gifts of the Spirit, and the fruits of the Spirit. 
Today the Lord is doing some unusual things 
with pastors, ministers, evangelists, laymen and 
congregations. He is giving them a new breath 
from heaven. The flame is burning with a new 
dimension in churches that once were 
smoldering ruins and had lost the spiritual 
fervor they once had. Today they are coming 
alive! There has come a new vision and commit-
ment for outreach, a burning passion for lost 
men and women, a desire to be more like Jesus. 
Many are hungering for this touch of God upon 
them. The answer can be found in the song that 
was used in the Welsh Revival of 1905: 
GET THE FLAME 
"While the Fire of God is falling, 
While the Voice of God is calling, 
Brothers, get the Flame! 
"While the Power, hard hearts is bending. 
Yield thine own to Him, surrendering 
ALL—to get the Flame! 
"For the world at last is waking, 
And beneath His spell is breaking, 
Into living Flame! 
"And our glorious Lord is seeking. 
Human hearts to rouse from sleeping— 
Fired with heavenly Flame! 
"If in utter self-surrender, 
You would work with Christ, remember, 
YOU must get the Flame! 
"For the sake of Christ in glory, 
And the spreading of the story, 
We must get the Flame! 
"O my soul, for thy refining, 
And thy clearer, brighter, shining, 
Do not miss the Flame! 
"On the Holy Ghost relying, 
Simply trusting, and not trying, 
You will get the Flame! 
"Brothers, let us cease our dreaming, 
And while God's flood tide is streaming-
We will have the Flame!" 
The Call for Action 
The early Church was committed to the 
power of the Gospel, which was a most 
dangerous thing, for it resulted in displaced 
people — "they were all scattered abroad" 
(Acts 8:1). However, over a period of years a 
deteriorating factor occurred; and that was 
"time." About the close of the third century the 
fire of the penetrating force of the Gospel was 
almost extinguished. For 1200 years there was a 
bleak period; then the Reformation came, and 
this was the turning of events in the life of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. The Bible became a 
living message. Martin Luther declared, "The 
just shall live by faith." The message of salva-
tion began to spread. The world felt the 
dramatic effect of the power of the Gospel. 
In this twentieth century, in the decade of the 
70's, God is giving an unusual universal call to 
His people to come forth from the tomb. He 
says, "Come alive! Remove the grave clothes! 
Loose him, and let him go! God is offering today 
the same breath from heaven. He wants to give 
new life, a new approach, a new dimension, a 
new understanding in proclaiming the 
marvelous message of the Gospel, which is 
salvation, sanctification and the possession of 
the glorious hope—the coming of the Bride-
groom, the Lord Jesus Christ. Furthermore, He 
wants the living Church to be involved, not to 
compromise, but to stand committed to 
apostolic preaching and doctrine, and to reject 
every religious teaching not found in the New 
Testament. 
In these momentous days there is before the 
Church a challenge, and this has been so ably 
summarized in a recent article entitled "Have 
We Failed So Miserably?" by the former United 
States Treasury Secretary, John B. Connally, 
Jr. His address was before the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors in Washington, D. C , 
and was printed in the May 1, 1972 issue of the 
U. S. News & World Report. I quote in part: 
"We live in probably the most turbulent 
and tormented times in the long history of 
this nation. I think this is true. I think 
everybody more or less admits to this. This 
torment and this turbulence is a part of 
every facet of American life. 
"We've seen the nation plagued North and 
South, East and West by the question of 
busing of school students. Business today 
is under attack as it's never been before in 
the history of this nation. 
"It doesn't just stop there. All government 
is being subjected to the most severe 
criticism probably in the history of this 
country. . . . Almost every single 
program is being questioned — not on an 
objective and a fair basis with real perspec-
tive, but always with a critical vein, always 
assuming that there's something wrong 
with this country, that there's something 
wrong with our institutions. 
"But it doesn't just stop there. It certainly 
has permeated the religious institutions of 
America — all the churches, all the syn-
agogues, all the cathedrals — they're 
under attack. They're in upheaval. Their 
ultimate faiths are being questioned. Their 
moorings are certainly under question." 
This hour brings to the Church a glorious 
opportunity as has never been afforded 
heretofore, for us to move in with the message of 
a total commitment to the Gospel. People are 
hungering for and asking for the "old-time 
religion." This message of Good News must be 
focused upon "Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 1:8) 
Brethren, this could be our last annual 
General Conference. In the next two years there 
will be tremendous changes in our beloved 
brotherhood. There may be a number of our 
leaders who will have gone to their eternal 
reward. New ones will be taking their places. 
The Church will be moving into a new structural 
framework for its administrative program. Ad-
vancements will be achieved. 
My brethren, the paramount calling of the 
Brethren in Christ will still be the same—(a) 
Maintain an active compassion for human 
needs, (b) Extend the hand of fellowship, (c) 
Renew our dedication to spreading the message 
of "Good News." (d) Preach the Gospel! 
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